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| 1 Applying and starting the programme

| have not completed my BSc. Can | still apply for GEOSPHERES?
Yes. Conditional admission may be possible if you have not yet completed your Bachelor's degree.

At the time of application, you must already provide:

e Atleast 150 ECTS completed in your Bachelor's programme, or equivalent achievements in a non-ECTS programme
At least 10 ECTS in GIS, geoinformatics and/or remote sensing

A further 10 ECTS in quantitative methods such as statistics, mathematics, geoscientific modelling or natural-
science laboratory methods

A further 10 ECTS in physical geography or closely related fields, including geomorphology, soil geography,
climatology, geoarchaeology, geology, mineralogy, meteorology or Earth observation

e Proof of the required English-language proficiency

What English-language proficiency is required?

You need at least CEFR level B2. Accepted evidence includes:

TOEFL iBT: at least 72 points

IELTS: at least 6.0

Cambridge First Certificate in English (FCE)

e An equivalent school-leaving certificate or previous university study conducted in English

Can | start the Master's programme in the summer semester?
No. Entry to the GEOSPHERES Master's programme is possible only in the winter semester.

2 Planning your studies

Must | select three specialised modules in semester 1 and three in semester 2?
This is the standard study plan. Select three of the eight specialised modules offered in semester 1 and another three of
eight in semester 2. Each module carries 5 ECTS, giving a total of 30 ECTS in specialised electives.

The first-semester choices are normally winter-semester modules and the second-semester choices are normally
summer-semester modules. Most are offered only once per year, so changing the sequence may extend your studies.
You may distribute modules differently across your study period, but check the teaching cycle and seek advice before
departing from the standard plan.

In addition, complete two subsidiary subject-specific development modules worth 5 ECTS each.

Can | concentrate on one focus area or mix several?
You may combine modules from all four focus areas:

e Geomorphology

e Climate

e Soil science

e Geology and georesources
The regulations do not require a minimum number of modules from each area. You can create an interdisciplinary profile
or emphasise one field. As each focus area contains four modules, you cannot take all six specialised modules from only
one area; you can take all four from a preferred area and select the remaining two elsewhere.

The selected modules document your academic profile; they do not create a separately named specialisation on the
degree certificate.
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Can | take courses from the EAGLE Master's programme?
Not automatically. Contact the instructor of the specific EAGLE course and request an exception before registering in
WueStudy. Admission is at the instructor's discretion and may depend on available places and prerequisites.

| 3 Subsidiary modules and recognition

Which courses qualify as subsidiary subject-specific development?
You must complete the following two 5-ECTS modules:

e 04-Geo-GS-FE1 - Subsidiary subject-specific development for Students of GEOSPHERES 1

e 04-Geo-GS-FE2 - Subsidiary subject-specific development for Students of GEOSPHERES 2
A suitable course should add a subject-relevant dimension to your GEOSPHERES profile and support the critical analysis
of physical-geographical or related environmental questions. Courses may be selected from appropriate offerings at the
Institute of Geography and Geology or elsewhere at JMU.

Possible subject areas include environmental science, geology, remote sensing, ecology, hydrology or data science.
These examples are guidance, not a list of automatically approved courses.

Can a German-taught module count as subsidiary subject-specific development?
Yes. A subsidiary module may be taught and assessed in English or German. The course must still be academically
suitable and formally recognised for FE1 or FE2.

Who must approve a subsidiary module?
Formal recognition is approved by the GEOSPHERES Examination Committee. Use the Application for Recognition of
Academic Achievements and complete the approval workflow shown on the form:

e Complete the applicant, course and module details

e Askthe lecturer to complete the assessment section and sign it

e |ndicate whether the course should be allocated to FE1, FE2 or another module

e Attach a complete transcript of records showing all GEOSPHERES coursework and examinations passed to date

e Submit the completed documents to Academic Advisory MSc GEOSPHERES for forwarding to the Examination
Committee

Before registering: If you are unsure whether a course is suitable, ask the programme's Academic Advisory service in

advance and keep the written response.

Can modules from another university be recognised?

Yes, provided the learning outcomes, academic level, workload and assessment are sufficiently equivalent to the
relevant GEOSPHERES requirements. Recognition is not automatic and must be approved by the Examination
Committee.

Submit the recognition application together with supporting evidence such as the external syllabus or module
description, ECTS or workload, assessment method, grading system and transcript. For a planned exchange, obtain
advance approval through a Learning Agreement whenever possible.

4 Work placement

Does the internship have to be conducted in English?
No. The internship may be completed in any working language. However, the internship report must be written in English.

Where do | submit my internship report and internship certificate?

Please submit both your internship report and the certificate issued by your host institution, confirming the duration of
your internship, via WueCampus.

Once you have enrolled in the course Work Placement / Professional Practical Training for Students of GEOSPHERES (04-
Geo-GS-WP), you will be given access to the corresponding WueCampus course. Please note that the course title in
WueCampus is currently only available in German: Berufsqualifizierendes Praktikum (04-Geo-MBPR). A translation will
be available until the beginning of 2027.

Upload both documents to the designated submission area. The responsible staff members will automatically be
notified once you have submitted them.
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Important: You must also register for the Work Placement examination so that your result can be officially recorded. The
examination number is 342526.

5 Applied Project

What is the Applied Project?

The Applied Project is a compulsory 10-ECTS module, normally completed in semester 3. You work independently on a
geoscientific research problem and participate in a block course at the end of the semester.

How are Applied Project topics assigned?

Choose a supervisor from one of the four thematic areas - geomorphology, climatology, soil science or geology - and
discuss possible project topics directly with them. There is no fixed central allocation procedure for individual topics.

Can | propose my own Applied Project topic?

Yes. Student ideas are welcome. Discuss your proposal with a potential supervisor as early as possible. Approval
depends on:

e Relevance to GEOSPHERES

e Availability of an appropriate supervisor

e Access to the necessary data, laboratory or field equipment

Ethical, safety and data-protection requirements

Whether the work can be completed and assessed within the Applied Project module

Important: Do not begin fieldwork, data collection or external cooperation until the topic and supervision
arrangements have been confirmed.

| 6 Master's thesis

What are the main requirements for the Master's thesis?

The thesis carries 25 ECTS, is written in English and has a formal completion period of six months. It is expected to be
approximately 80 pages. The thesis is accompanied by:

e A 2-ECTS progress report
e A 3-ECTS final colloquium

When should | contact a prospective thesis supervisor?

Begin exploring possible topics and supervisors by the end of semester 2 or at the beginning of semester 3. Contact a
supervisor particularly early if:

e You want to develop your Applied Project into a thesis

e Yourresearch requires fieldwork or laboratory time

e You need external data or cooperation with an organisation

e You intend to conduct research abroad

e Your topic requires ethical, safety or data-protection approval

e You hope to work with a supervisor whose capacity may be limited
During semester 3, aim to agree on the research question, methods, data availability and supervision arrangement. This
allows time to complete the formal registration process before the planned semester-4 thesis start.

Can data from the Applied Project be used for the Master's thesis?

Yes. Data collected during the Applied Project may be used for the Master's thesis. This is optional, and the Applied
Project and thesis remain separate assessed components. You may not simply resubmit the same text, analysis or
assessed project work.

If you intend to continue the project as a thesis, agree the data use, additional work, authorship of group contributions
and supervision arrangements in advance.

| 7 Information and contacts
For current module descriptions and programme guidance, visit the GEOSPHERES detailed information page.

For programme-specific questions, email geo-geospheres@uni-wuerzburg.de.
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